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The survivor
who came in
from the cold

KAREN VAN ROOYEN

BEING on SiFifiser Soudl
Africa: Sanfa Caraling
beoaighl back i 16l of
“Tondl™ chilldhood
maeEnaries for (rlil.

The winner ol Lhee
realily SEries grew wp in
Faartin the Yvestern Capse
and "“-"|1-I.'Ik| A ot of time
hiking with hier family,
bt pothing conkd have
prepared her for Lfe on
the 15kand.

“You don't see how
hungry we really are and
what conditions we slept
under, Hanna and Sade
winihl sleep nearly on top
af the fire, That's how
cald we wene,” GG said
an Friday,

Speaking to the Sunday
Times ol her Athall home,
xiCa8 recalled some ol e
highs and bows ol being
o e iskand

*Those lasi threa days,
we were 20 glad (o be
geing home,” she sald.

“Adl 1 couwld think aboul
was a Bar-Lnpe. 've never
been so hungry or cold.
We knew it was 27 days
andl that we had a cut-off,
bt theere are & lot of
people in South Africa
wheo live like that every
day."”

The 42-year-uld, who
studied drama af the
University of
Stellenbosch, trained in
ballet and ended up in thi
cxothe dance industry,
Today sh owns the
Lollipop Lounge in
Kandburg, Johanmeshirg.

SUFETOOr Wil NEVer

part of her plan.

“When | heard | was
godng on Surwivor, | had
very short nodice. 1 had to
train the receplionizt in
W weeks, shis was
fodlewing me around Lhe
club with a pen and
paper,” said Gailsi

The businesswoman’s
strategy golng into the
show was to keep a low

rofile and she quickly

gured oui that 1t was not
a game of strength, buat
one of character.

“| was very quiet and in
the background. There
were more interesting
peopde amd they were
leaving. And there's GRGE
and she hasn't taken her
clothes off and she's still
hipie™ b =il

=1 mamver evier thoaght |
wolldd win Surehpor,”

Cabelai amic] b Daelbeyvisd
that her oppanent in the
final round, Ashley
Hayden, underestimated
er — and finally o=t oat
beacanse she iroke so
many allances.

And comedian and jury
membser, Kaseran Pillay,
who admitted to having a
chikihood erush on the
onde continuity
presenter, vobed for GG
instead.

“Because A=hley
serowed mee, | woted for
GG, 1 ok the sense that
Ashley had screwed one
oo many people,” sajd
Pillay

GG will hand over a
RS0 000 cheque 1o her
chosen charity, Houghton
Hospiee, tomsrTomy,

SURPRISE WINMER: GiGi never thought she would win Surdivor South Africa: Sanfa Caroling




